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Introduction 

 
Art, the very soul of a person. It can bring a tear to the eye, and a smile to the lips. It can 

touch the heart with love and the brain with logic. Without art the world is white and 
gray, but with art the heart leaps and colors fill the every corner of the world! 

          Anonymous 
 
 

 
 
The mission of the Lenexa Arts Council is “to serve the community by stimulating an 
awareness in the arts for Lenexa residents.  The Council coordinates resources to 
develop, sustain, and promote high quality programs and events throughout the 
area.”  The Arts Council is composed of nine members appointed by the Mayor with the 
consent of the City Council.  Members serve a term of three years from the date of 
appointment. 
 



While in the past the primary focus of the Lenexa Arts Council has been the acquisition 
of pieces of public art and the monthly gallery shows at the City Hall, the Arts Council, 
because of the diversity of artistic expertise of its members, has undertaken to expand 
the overall artistic opportunities for the residents of Lenexa. 
 
Public art and gallery shows will always remain a major focus of the Council, but the 
decision to explore and move forward with programs in the other genres of art (music, 
theatre, literature) is the basis of the Master Plan presented in this document.  While 
there have always been small ventures into theatre (Missoula Theatre Camp) and 
recognizing the talented Lenexa students in our high schools with scholarships, the LAC 
is striving to become more inclusive in enhancing all genres of art. 
 
The LAC has committees representing the artistic genres.  Each committee has met to 
produce a Master Plan for each area outlining the vision, historical perspective (if any), 
and a detailed plan for implementing programs over the next one to three years.  Each 
committee’s plan was researched over a number of months, and a draft proposal was 
presented to the LAC for discussion and revision.  The committees took the suggestions, 
met, and revised the plan.  The revised plan was again presented to the LAC where it 
was discussed, voted on, and adopted with a recommendation to be presented to the 
Governing Body. 
 
The Council realizes that these plans will be phased in over the next one to three years.  
The Council also realizes that the completion of the new Civic Center and City Hall 
complex provides opportunities for the expansion of the Council’s mission of 
“developing, sustaining, and promoting high quality programs to the residents of 
Lenexa.”  With this Master Plan, the LAC believes that the residents of Lenexa will be 
provided with a high quality art program and that Lenexa will become one of the 
premiere artistic communities in the area. 

 
  
  



Public Art 
 

 
 
VISION: Provide good public art to celebrate Lenexa’s history and future, to be enjoyed 
by our current and future residents. 
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: On February 19, 2013 the public art master plan was 
presented to the City Council and approved.    
 
https://www.lenexa.com/Assets/departments/parks/pdfs/public_art_master_plan.pdf 
 
“Frenzied Flight” by Robin Richerson is now on display in Central Green and “Amusing 
Breeze” by Chris Duh will be on display at Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park this spring. We are 
continuing to use the long range plan to seek other art pieces for the many sites in 
Lenexa where good art would be enjoyed by our residents.  
 
Since the Public Art Plan was approved, City Center has shown rapid development and 
the rate is accelerating. City Center will become the gathering place for our residents 
and visitors. The area will celebrate the diversity of Lenexa. As City Center develops, the 
need and demand for public art will grow. Most of our public art resources will be 
dedicated to the City Center area. 
 

https://www.lenexa.com/Assets/departments/parks/pdfs/public_art_master_plan.pdf


The City has allotted $150,000 for public art for the Civic Center. The Lenexa Arts 
Council allocated $250,000 of their public art funds for the project bringing the total to 
$400,000. With the short timeline and the need to obtain multiple pieces, the Lenexa 
Arts Council recommended that an art consultant be hired to assist in the task. The 
consultant would also develop a five-year plan to increase public art at the Civic Center. 
This recommendation was presented to the City Council on Dec. 1, 2015 and accepted. 
 
The Arts Council will look at the feasibility of having art on loan at City Center. Artists 
will be offered a fee if they loan a sculpture to Lenexa, to be displayed for one year. At 
the end of the year, if pieces are popular, the City may negotiate with the artists to 
purchase them. Estimated cost of getting good 3-D art for outside display for one year is 
$2,000 to $5,000 per piece. Indoor art would be $1,000 or less. 
 
The Arts Council will investigate getting private funding from our citizens and businesses 
for an iconic sculpture for the triangle west of Renner and 87th Street Parkway. 
With our two new pieces of public art, developing an up-to-date brochure for tourist 
and citizens will be considered. The brochure will have a photo of each art piece, some 
history behind it and a map to show its location in Lenexa. The brochure would be 
updated when the art in City Center was on display. 
 
 
 
  



Theater Arts 
 

 
 
VISION:  The vision of the Theater Arts Committee is to provide opportunities for the 
Lenexa residents to experience and participate in the theatrical and performing arts by 
attending and/or being a participant in various genres of theatre through acting, 
teaching, or being an audience member. 
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: Historically, the Theatre Arts Committee has sponsored and 
assisted in the summer productions done by Missoula.  This has encouraged students to 
participate and develop a love of theatre.  This has been a popular program that 
continues to draw a large number of student participants. 
 
In addition, the Theatre Arts Committee has, for the last two years, sponsored a Theatre 
Hike by a professional troupe from Chicago at Black Hoof Park.  This program continues 
to grow with each performance. 
 
WHAT DOES YOUR COMMITTEE SEE AS THE MASTER PLAN FOR THE NEXT 1-3 YEARS? 
 
While the Theatre Arts Committee plans to continue the programs mentioned in the 
Historical Perspective, it is a goal to increase participation in both programs and to add 
an additional day and production to the Theatre Hike.  This will increase the 
opportunities for Lenexa residents to experience theatre in increased productions. 
 



In addition, over the next 1 to 3 years, it is the goal of the committee to incorporate the 
following programs as a part of the committee’s vision: 
 

 Utilize the spaces in the new Civic Center, both indoor and outdoor for small 
theatrical performances (one person shows, one act productions, etc.) 

 

 Encourage the formation of a Community Theatre Group that might facilitate the 
productions at the new Civic Center.  

 

 Encourage tech theatre by providing a scholarship for those students who are 
members of high school theatre productions, but do not fall into a performing 
category.  This would include students involve in set construction, lighting 
design, sound design, stage managing and/or student directing, costumes, and 
props.  These students are often overlooked in traditional theatre scholarships. 

 

 Plan a storytelling festival that could be included as a part of an existing festival 
or a standalone event. 

 

 Provide the facilities for and host high school speech and/or one act festivals. 
 

 As a long range goal, the Theatre Arts Committee would endeavor to bring in 
more professional theatre groups/productions.  

 
OTHER INFORMATION NOT COVERED ABOVE  
 
National studies have shown that skills involving theatre translate to life skills in both 
students and adults.  In students, the theatre skills directly impact the success in testing 
and college success.  In adults, theatre skills translate into workplace skills and provide a 
relaxing escape from the stresses in life. 
 
  



Musical Arts 
 

 
 
VISION: All Lenexa residents will have multiple opportunities to listen to and/or 
participate in a variety of genres of live music. 
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: Music has always been a part of the arts in Lenexa and 
supported by the Lenexa Arts Council. The Arts Council has funded live music 
performances at City Festivals such as the Spinach Festival, the Lenexa Art Fair, the Chili 
Challenge and others.  In the last year, the Arts Council has reintroduced an outdoor 
performance series, building on a series that the Lenexa Arts Council supported nearly 
10 years ago.  With the commencement of the building of the Lenexa City Center, many 
additional opportunities are available for engaging Lenexa citizens in the musical arts. 
 
WHAT DOES YOUR COMMITTEE SEE AS THE MASTER PLAN FOR THE NEXT 1-3 YEARS?   
 
Over the next three years (2016-2018) the Music Committee plans to grow existing and 
add new programs.   
 
Current programs 

 Summer concert series – Maintain series in its current form for 2016. Increase 
the caliber of performers for 2017 and beyond. Move to City Center in 2018. 

 Music sponsorship for festivals.  Maintain the level of funding and quality of 
existing music sponsorships. 



 
New programs 

 Lenexa Civic Symphony Orchestra – Through research conducted by members of 
the Lenexa Arts Council, it became evident that the type of ensemble that allows 
for the greatest number of community participants is the symphony orchestra, 
which includes wind, string and percussion instruments.  A proposal for the 
establishment of a symphony orchestra has been developed (attached). In 2016, 
the Lenexa Arts Council will bring the proposal before the City Council for 
approval and funding. If approved, the goal is for the Symphony Orchestra to 
have the debut performance during the grand opening of the Lenexa Civic Center 
in late 2017.  After the inaugural performance, the ensemble will perform on the 
schedule outlined in the original proposal. 

 Music in City Center – The development of the new Lenexa City Center provides 
many opportunities for introducing music into the fabric of Lenexa. 

o Farmers’ Market - Engage various small ensembles to perform on 
Saturdays (2018). 

o Council Chambers – Develop an indoor concert series of solos and small 
ensembles to perform in the 250-seat Council Chambers (2018/19). In 
addition to the LAC sponsored series, LAC will work with the City to offer 
this space to Lenexa residents at a small fee for recitals and ensembles.  
LAC may need to rent or purchase a grand piano and band shell for the 
space to make it a better space for music performances. 

o Amphitheater – move the current Lenexa Outdoor Concert Series from 
Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park to the amphitheater at City Center, 2018. 

o Outdoor spaces – Develop an application process and structure for 
engaging street performers (buskers) to perform in the areas in and 
around City Center. 

 Other music opportunities 
o In conjunction with the Lenexa Art Fair, a Music Festival could take place 

concurrently in the evenings, 2018/19. 
o Thompson Barn – small ensemble performances can take place in the 

Thompson Barn until City Center is available. These performances might 
be in conjunction with Literary Arts programming. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Scholarship  
 

 
 
VISION: The vision of the Scholarship Committee is to provide opportunities for high 
school students who are Lenexa residents with outstanding talent in the visual and 
performing arts to be rewarded, after a competitive evaluation, to further their post-
secondary education. 
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: Historically, the Scholarship Committee has worked with 
local high school theatre director, art teachers and school counselors to identify and 
encourage application for the scholarships.  The committee contacts all public, private 
and home school entities to provide scholarship applications.  In addition, the 
committee has used social media and other contacts (Town Talk, art newsletters, etc.) 
to communicate with eligible students. 
 
The total scholarships amount to $3000, $1500 for visual arts and $1500 for performing 
arts.  Historically, the committee has received 15-30 applications each year. 
 
WHAT DOES YOUR COMMITTEE SEE AS THE MASTER PLAN FOR THE NEXT 1-3 YEARS? 
 
The Scholarship Committee plans to continue the Scholarship Program that has been in 
place.  As a goal for the next one to three years, the committee would hope to increase 
the amount offered to attract more applicants.  As the cost of higher education 
increases, it is hoped that our scholarship will remain competitive with other groups. 



 
In addition, as the LAC expands their program into Literary Art, it is a goal to offer a 
scholarship for creative writing (either prose, poetry essays, etc.).  It is a goal to begin 
within the next one to two years after establishing criteria for evaluation and who will 
evaluate the writing process. 
 
Also, a goal for the next one to three years will be to offer a scholarship in the technical 
theatre arts (set design, lighting design, sound design, stage management and student 
directing).   Again, criteria will be established for evaluation.  Because this will be a more 
difficult criteria, the committee estimates this scholarship will be offered in the next two 
years. 
  
OTHER INFORMATION NOT COVERED ABOVE  
 
The ongoing difficulty with the Scholarship Committee is to insure that the scholarship 
applications are reaching all eligible students.  This includes maintaining an up-to-date 
listing of school contacts.  The other difficulty is always to find evaluators that have the 
expertise in the field. 
  
 
 
  



Gallery and Art Show Committee  
 

 
 
VISION: Organize non-commercial art shows and exhibitions at Lenexa City Hall Gallery 
that provide the opportunity for local and residential artists to advance their creative 
ideals and inspirations by showing their work in a serious venue.  
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: The Lenexa Arts Council hosts monthly invitational 
exhibitions and receptions with selected local artists/group collectives who supply 
artworks and exhibit them. 2D and 3D art such as paintings, drawings, etchings, collage, 
sculpture, jewelry, fiber, and photography are most commonly featured.  
 

 Group/Collectives:  
o Digital Dimensions and Beyond 
o Kansas City Quilt Guild 
o Kansas City Knitting Guild  
o Seniors Art Council  
o Fractured Fabric Society 
o Studio 7 Quilts 

 Annual juried shows with local art experts acting as judge of the submitted 
artworks, selecting which are to be shown and prize winners: 

o Latino Art Bravissimo Show and gala reception (13 years)  
o Lenexa Resident’s Art Show and gala reception (24 years) 
o HeART of Lenexa  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etching
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collage


 Theme shows: 
o Lenexa City Employees Art Show with gala reception  
o Youth Art Show  
o Cups with a Story. A unique Art Gallery display featuring City of Lenexa 

residents cups and memories. The Lenexa Arts Council hosted an exhibit 
featuring Quilts by Ada Niedenthal and “Cups with a Story”. 

o May is Music Month  
o Hand/machine weaving demo  

 Trolley Art Tour (2 years)  
 

 
WHAT DOES YOUR COMMITTEE SEE AS THE MASTER PLAN FOR THE NEXT 1-3 YEARS?   

 Engage, improve the quality of life, and educate the community through the 
promotion of public art. 

 Organize invitational exhibitions with selected artists invited to supply artworks and 
exhibit them.  

 Enable resident and local artists to gain stature and attract a following through our 
gallery shows by promoting their work in solo and group shows.   

 Monthly art exhibitions/receptions in the new Civic Center.  

 Partner with the city of Lenexa to design an art exhibition and reception space with 
secure wall and container (vertical and horizontal) space for display that considers 
environmental requirements (light, humidity, and temperature).  

 
 

 
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_light_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relative_humidity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temperature


Literary Arts 
  
VISION: Our vision is to promote, education and proliferate the Literary Arts in Lenexa 
  
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: This is a new are with no history 
  
WHAT DOES YOUR COMMITTEE SEE AS THE MASTER PLAN FOR THE NEXT 1-3 YEARS?   
Literary Arts is a new addition to the Arts Council portfolio.  The objective over the next 
few years is to explorer the subject by implementing a variety of low cost highly visible 
programs consistent with the vision and measure the community’s reception to 
it.  Those that are popular will be invested in and expanded upon.  Those that aren’t will 
be curtailed prior to any larger investment.  Initial activities will include but not be 
exclusive to: 

 Extending the current scholarship program to include elements of literature 

 Working with local elementary schools to promote, support and sponsor writing 
contests for students 

 Explore how we can assist schools in their effort to increase literacy 

 In conjunction with local high schools teachers and students pilot an ongoing Poetry 
Jam 

 Initiate relationships with the Writer’s Place, Libraries and other organization see 
how we can complement their already ongoing activities in this area. 

 Study how we can better support Lenexa residence that are emerging authors and 
professional writers. 

 

Submitted by the Lenexa Arts Council 
Wayne Dothage, Chair 
Claire Ward, Co-Chair 
Emily Behrmann 
Cheryl Kimmi 
Kay Plaster 
Glenn Poe 
Rob Robinson 
Judy Tuckness 
Jennifer Wampler 
 


