
From: altwegg@yahoo.com <altwegg@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Monday, February 17, 2025 2:49 PM 

To: CD Planning <Planning@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Re: Lenexa HOMELESS SHELTER Permit Zoning Use 

Hello 

I am writing to oppose expanding the Lenexa permit/ zoning/ codes to allow more homeless 

shelters/ beds to expand and or open in Lenexa that as I understand it do not require proof of prior 

legal residence in Lexexa such as rental agreement or mortgage statement or property tax bill or 

property utility bill such as gas or electric. 

I am a bit surprised that this has come up for a vote, as a similar vote was held not long ago in 

Lenexa. When I heard about this, I thought it was in reference to the prior vote. I am not sure why 

another similar vote is already coming up. 

Any approvals for existing homeless shelters operating in Churches should have a reasonable limit 

such as a few dozen people as well as be for only local residents who live in Lenexa who have fallen 

on hard times. Having space for people who are part of our community who need help is 

reasonable and I think good for our community, but opening up hundreds of free housing situations 

and busing in non residents who are not from Lenexa will change the community and introduces 

unknown safety variables to schools and homes that are around them. 

There should also be background checks, so we do not have people with criminal records moving 

into our community that puts kids at risk. 

If these Churches have buses to bus people in, there is already homeless shelters such as City 

Union Mission, who are in areas where the local community is not put into unknown impacts. It is 

also more efficient financially to support City Union Mission, than to open a unknown number of 

small Homeless shelters in Lenexa (or in Churches). 

The taxpayers and residents who live here, work here and are paying the bills for the city of Lenexa 

to operate need to have their property and families protected and while I am sure the people who 

are trying to open more homeless shelters or with Churches have good intentions, those same 

resources, time and efforts are better invested in helping with City Union Mission and they do not 
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add unknown community impact to Lenexa and the neighborhoods around these Churches that are 

seeking to without the consent of their neighbors change the community. 

Thank you for your time and attention in hearing my concerns about the planned vote and request 

to vote against expanding the permits and zoning process that has long kept Lenexa the great place 

it is to live. The process and zoning in place has been working, I oppose changes that may change 

the community and would not likely be easy to reverse later. 

Matt Altwegg 
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From: Steven Begshaw <sbegshaw@swbell.net> 

Date: February 17, 2025 at 5:42:43 PM CST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com>, Courtney Eiterich <ceiterich@lenexa.com>, John Handley 

<jhandley@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Proposed homeless shelter expansion 

Mayor Julie Sayers: 

Councilwoman Courtney Eiterich: 

Councilman Handley: 

Lenexa Mayor and City Council 

RE: Proposed Homeless Shelter expansion. 

February 17, 2025 

I recently heard that the City Council will be hearing a proposal to 

increase the number of homeless people allowed to temporarily 

stay in shelters in Lenexa. I understand that I don't fully understand 

the issue and where the facilities might be located but I have some 

serious concerns. 

I am as generous as most people and understand there are many 

families down on their luck and need assistance due to the inflation 

of the past few years. Increases in prices as well as increasing 

property taxes have affected everyone, especially retired people like 

me. 

My first concern deals with public safety and security. About five 

years ago my daughter's car broke into at night while parked in my 

driveway. The officer investigating said this is not unusual in the 

west part of the town since the perpetrator can get to the highway 

and get out of town before they can get there. Are we encouraging 
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From: Elaine Cavener <ecavener@icloud.com> 

Date: February 17, 2025 at 9:46:00 AM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com>, Courtney Eiterich <ceiterich@lenexa.com>, John Handley 

<jhandley@lenexa.com>, Bill Nicks <bnicks@lenexa.com>, Mark Charlton 

<mcharlton@lenexa.com>, Melanie Arroyo <marroyo@lenexa.com>, Chelsea Williamson 

<cwilliamson@lenexa.com>, Craig Denny <cdenny@lenexa.com>, Chris Herron 

<cherron@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Homeless Shelter 

Dear Mayor Sayers and City Council Members, 

Please vote NO on the issue coming before you regarding space to accommodate up to 250 

homeless people within the City of Lenexa. There are no provisions to check out criminal records, 

mental stability, etc. of these individuals, and even if they are legally in this country. Is the location 

of the anticipated shelter really appropriate considering the possible effect of it on the nearby 

neighborhoods? Is this project really something that the people who voted for you want for Lenexa? 

This issue has already been addressed in the past and rejected. Please just say NO again!!! 

Elaine Cavener 

Overland Park, KS 
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From: Cathy Gardner <cathyegardner@gmail.com> 

Date: February 18, 2025 at 9:53: 1 O AM CST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Project 1020 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open 

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Mayor Sayers, 

I am writing to request that you support the resolution to allow Project 1020 to increase its 

maximum occupancy from 30 to 50. Especially knowing that it is the only cold weather shelter in 

Johnson County, it is essential that they be allowed to serve those that they have the space and 

staff to accommodate. Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine Gardner 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Pam Hughes <artiepam82@yahoo.com> 

Date: February 17, 2025 at 3:20:35 PM CST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Homeless 

As homeowners in Lenexa we are so upset that there could be a homeless shelter. We love Lenexa, 

please vote no to protect our homes, children and communities. Thank you, Pam Hughes 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Cole Johnson <coleajohnson@msn.com> 

Date: February 17, .2025 at 10:59:20 PM CST 

To: Craig Denny <cdenny@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Project 10-20 Ordinance 

Hello Council Member Denny, 

I am writing to you from Ward 4 in strong support of the ordinance increasing the occupancy at the 

Project 10-20 shelter. Having volunteered there in the past, I can say it is very well-run. I have no 

doubts they will be able to accommodate more of our neighbors who need a place to stay. 

Please support this ordinance so Project 10-20 can keep playing a critical role as a lifeline in our 

community. 

Thank you, 

Cole Johnson 

14127 W 88th Ter, Lenexa 
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From: "Cynthia B. Kelley" <cynbk@aol.com> 

Date: February 16, 2025 at 6:31 :48 PM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Outreach 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open 

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

John and I volunteer with 2 pantries, JOCO Food Ministry in Olathe, Lenexa Pantry and a few more 

Outreach programs through our church. John does help with breakfast at Project 1020. He only has 

praise for this program. We were VERY unhappy with the outcome of the LA Quinta project because 

it was very misrepresented. I hope that Lenexa could at the very least pass the proposal.to increase 

the number to 50 with the assistance necessary to support. Janee Hanzlick spoke at our church just 

last week on homelessness in JOCO. They are not numbers. They are people of which many have 

sad histories that need support even more than December to March. With the present politics, we 

ALL will have to support those who are in the path. Thank you, Cindy 

Reach for Happiness! 

Cindy Kelley 
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Remember that you report to residents - residents do NOT report to you. We desperately need 

clearly thought-out reasonable guidelines for residents whose housing options have failed for 

various reasons. 

Further, it is my understanding that Johnson County has NOT "Paid" Project 1020 the promised 

$137,000. Certainly, this calls in to question the trustworthiness of Johnson County's leadership. Do 

NOT allow Mike Kelly and the Johnson County Commissioners to manipulate Lenexa into making 

bad decisions for the residents of Lenexa. 

Sincerely and best regards, 

Don Kelley 

8928 Pine Street, Lenexa 
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From: Kelley Korb <kelleykorb@gmail.com> 

Date: February 17, 2025 at 7:28:48 AM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com> 

Subject: 10/20 cold weather shelter 

As a volunteer for several years, I'd love to share with you my experience. Our homeless population 

won't go away just because we don't want them in our city. The voting down of the project slated for 

the old hotel was devastating and showed such lack of compassion for fellow humans it was 

sickening. That project would have provided stability and services that would have given so many 

the chance to regain their lives off the streets. So many of the reasons given were unfounded and 

showed clear lack of understanding. So that leaves 10/20. These services are so brief and are really 

in place to just meet the needs of the community in the coldest months leaving the rest of the year 

vacant of services for the underserved In our area. 10/20 is currently allowed to feed any/all that 

come in but can not house them for the night, leaving them to seek shelter in a vehicle or 

encampment in the coldest months. Not exactly a humane gesture, and something that weighs so 

heavily on everyone's shoulders. Increasing the nightly limit would at least allow 10/20 to not have 

to turn as many away when it's so cold outside. 

Barb knows every single person that comes through those doors, as do so many of us volunteers. 

We all go far beyond just serving a meal and letting people sleep in a warm place. We make calls to 

set up services. We help find jobs, and cars, and doctors and apartments. We drive our friends to 

the grocery and doctors appointments. We follow up with them even after they've found jobs and 

housing, because we know these people have been dealt hands most people don't even take the 

time to understand. So many just see homeless and tag these fellow citizens as thief's and drug 

addicts. It's such a lazy approach and says so much more about the people of lenexa than it does 

the actual homeless. 

As a whole, the kindness of the homeless far exceeds that of the lenexa population. They are so 

appreciative. They never fail to thank us for their meals. Their manners are so great. They help out. 

They are generous, even with the little they have. They gather after dinner and have bible studies. 

They read. They watch tv and engage in friendly conversations about the world. Are there times that 

disagreements arise? Of course! But we can walk into the hy vee on 87th and encounter that. But 

it's nothing that can't be resolved, even if that means sometimes having to ask someone to leave. I 

personally have been at oak park mall during a shooting. That was about five years ago. I have been 

in the mall approx 3 times since then. Because it was terrifying! I have never felt even scared 

serving the homeless in any capacity, and I have helped in lenexa, KCMO, and Los Angeles. So that 

says I feel our local mall is more dangerous than entire homeless encampments!! 

With all that being said, please consider increasing the nightly numbers that 10/20 can provide 

shelter to for the night. And if the proposal for the other project arises again, I hope that it will be 

better looked at and can be used to improve the quality of life for our community in need. 

Warm regards 

Kelley Korb 
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From: Megan Langford <langford.megan@gmail.com> 

Date: February 17, 2025 at 9:25:55 AM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com>, Courtney Eiterich <ceiterich@lenexa.com>, John Handley 

<jhandley@lenexa.com>, Bill Nicks <bnicks@lenexa.com>, Mark Charlton 

<mcharlton@lenexa.com>, Melanie Arroyo <marroyo@lenexa.com>, Chelsea Williamson 

<cwilliamson@lenexa.com>, Craig Denny <cdenny@lenexa.com>, Chris Herron 

<cherron@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Support Project 10-20 

Mayor Sayers and Councilmembers, 

I am a Lenexa resident and I am writing to voice my support for increasing occupancy limits for 

Project 10-20. It is obviously a well-run program that has had only positive impacts on our 

community. Seeing as the City rejected the more comprehensive Johnson County shelter proposal, 

I hope you will allow the expansion of our county's only homeless shelter. We know that 

even expanding to 50 beds is not enough to meet the need, and Shawnee Mission Unitarian 

Universalist Church has more than enough space. 

I urge you to volunteer your time at Project 10-20 and see for yourselves that we have little to fear by 

expanding this program. 

Thank you for hearing constituent voices and taking this into consideration. 

Megan Langford 

Lenexa, KS 
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From: Lyn Levine <lynl 14227@yahoo.com> 

Date: February 16, 2025 at 10:33:13 PM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com>, Courtney Eiterich <ceiterich@lenexa.com>, John Handley 

<jhandley@lenexa.com>, Chris Herron <cherron@lenexa.com>, Bill Nicks <bnicks@lenexa.com>, 

Mark Charlton <mcharlton@lenexa.com>, Melanie Arroyo <marroyo@lenexa.com>, Chelsea 

Williamson <cwilliamson@lenexa.com>, Craig Denny <cdenny@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Homeless Shelter in Lenexa 

To the Mayor and Lenexa Council: 

Please do not take action on this homeless shelter as this plan is too vague. This homeless shelter 

affects all of Johnson County. 

The plan says nothing about: 

Who will pay for the fixing of the church so that people can stay there? 

Who will pay for their food and clothes? Is the church and/or charities or taxpayers paying? 

What about the security, it cannot just be our local police. 

Will the people be checked for drugs or alcohol? 

What happens to the violent ones? 

Will the people staying there just come and go when they please or will it be like the City Mission in 

KS where there are rules? 

How long will the homeless be allowed to stay there? 

Do you always pick up the same people, meaning people that have been homeless for quite a 

while? 

Do you keep transferring people from one shelter to another? 

How will you motivate them to go and get a job? 

Will there be any education for them? 

Will this affect our property taxes? 

Will our homes lose their value? 

Will our taxes get increased? 
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From: Tim Mahony <tmahony68@gmail.com> 

Date: February 14, 2025 at 9:56:13 AM CST 

To: Craig Denny <cdenny@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Homeless shelter Vote 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open 

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Councilman Denny, 

Please vote against this new attempt at bringing a Johnson County Homeless shelter to the current 

limited shelter near Old Town. Our neighborhoods have suffered over the last two decades from 

lack of attention, while a Uthe focus was on the new "City Center". The current limited shelter has 

also further degraded the quality of life, as we are now accustomed to finding homeless individuals 

in Sar Ko Par, and under the bridge at 89th and Acuff (50 yards from our house). 

During the last 15 years, we suffered with a neighbor who took in multiple homeless individuals, 

where conditions degraded and the homeowner ended up in a coma from a rare infection (likely 

from the filth). The city leadership refused to address violations for nearly 1 O years. 

We cannot be assured that the city will address the probable issues from the shelter in the 

future. Also, the current City Manager, was a key part of the problem then, and cannot be trusted. 

Tim & Donna Mahony 

8911 Acuff Lane 

Lenexa KS, 66215 
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From: Jeff and Natalie <jeffandnatalie2013@gmail.com> 

Date: February 16, 2025 at 9:38:25 PM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Homeless shelters 

I strongly support the Ordinance approving amendments to City Code Section 4-1-B-23-AK 

pertaining to the supplementary use regulations applied to certain homeless shelters operated as 

an accessory use to a church or place of worship Project 1020, the operator of a cold weather 

homeless shelter at Shawnee Mission Unitarian Universalist Church, and request that the City 

amend its supplementary use regulations pertaining to certain homeless shelters to increase guest 

occupancy for its cold weather shelter from 30 to 50 people and modify the number of 

staff/volunteers required to be present in the facility during shelter operational hours. 

Natalie McDonough 

Concerned constituent 
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From: Sheridan Pyle <pylesheridan@gmail.com> 

Date: February 17, 2025 at 8:22:09 AM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com>, Courtney Eiterich <ceiterich@lenexa.com>, Bill Nicks 

<bnicks@lenexa.com>, Mark Charlton <mcharlton@lenexa.com>, Melanie Arroyo 

<marroyo@lenexa.com>, Chelsea Williamson <cwilliamson@lenexa.com>, Craig Denny 

<cdenny@lenexa.com>, Chris Herron <cherron@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Proposed Amendment to Lenexa's City Code 

Dear Lenexa City Council members, 

We are urging you to NOT pass the proposed amendment which would allow Lenexa "churches" to 

provide housing for homeless. While this proposal sounds humane in its intent, it is vague and 

would not be in the best interests of Lenexa or indeed of Johnson County. The wording is vague, 

allowing bureaucrats to feel self-righteousness while they use one city as a dumping ground for 

homeless across the state, even for non-citizens bussed in from a distance. While homelessness 

must be addressed, it should be addressed locally, by each city or county so that no one area must 

bare the burden for a huge geographic area. Please send this proposal back to its writers asking for 

more specific language and a narrowing of scope regarding who exactly qualifies to enter a city's 

homeless shelters. 

Sincerely, 

Sheridan Pyle 

pylesheridan@gmail.com 

Sent from Sheridan's iPhone 
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From: Sharon Rodriguez <srodriguez22@att.net> 

Date: February 17, 2025 at 10:40:31 AM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Vote for enlarging capacity at Project 10 20 

Reply-To: Sharon Rodriguez <srodriguez22@att.net> 

Mayor Sayers, 

I saw Barb McKever start Project 1 O 20. I used to go out with her to find the Homeless! Barb has 

stayed the course to help the Hornless. She has not flinched when the going got rough; She has 

continually been there to make sure that those that don't have a place to stay during the fridgid 

nights had a place to stay. 

I have seen groups from Churches and Government Resources that have quit the crusade to help 

with shelter. As a private citizen Barb has been steadfast in creating a Shelter one step at a time! 

Please vote to enlarge the population of Project 1 O 20. This would be a great way to help the 

community. 

Thank you for all that you do 

Sharon Rodriguez, MSOD 

FB: Sharon Rodriguez Photography 

lnstagram: sharodphoto 

phone:913-406-7064 

email: srodriguez22@att.net 
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An example in JOCO is Quail Valley Cooperative off 87th In Lenexa in which tenants buy shares to 

occupy a unit (around $1 OK last I heard) and pay a monthly fee around $650 which covers 

maintenence, taxes, trash, some utilities, etc. There are typically income guidelines and by laws/ 

regulations in place that govern eligibility and occupancy. The Cooperative has rules and some may 

be partly funded by HUD or Community Block grants. {I have some experience in this arena having 

redeveloped the historic William T Maunder house). Another Cooperative could very well be an 

ideal solution to help address housing affordability in JOCO. 

In the interim with extreme cold weather advisory and another winter storm rapidly approaching the 

metro KC area tomorrow, I hope you will lend your support increasing capacity from 30 to 50 at 

Project 1020 as a temporary reprive for unhoused people that are just trying to survive. Thank you 

for your kind consideration and have a blessed day. 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Smith 
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From: Keith Stokes <keith@mightymac.org> 

Sent: Sunday, February 16, 2025 7:49 PM 

To: John Handley <jhandley@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Support Project 1020 as if live depend on it 

Support Project 1020 as if live depend on it, because they do. 

I worship less than a half mile from Project 1020 and live two miles away. 

I am thoroughly ashamed of the actions the City of Lenexa has done to keep 

homeless people sleeping in cardboard boxes and making it harder for them 

to break the cycle. 

Permit Project 1020 to expand the number of people being helped and make 

the city stop being a force for evil. 

How can our elected representatives look others in the face? 

Keith Stokes 

14305 W. 83rd Place 

Lenexa, Kansas 66215 
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From: Joyce Whittier <jwhittier1@gmaH.com> 

Date: February 17, 2025 at 5:37:02 PM CST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com>, Courtney Eiterich <ceiterich@lenexa.com>, John Handley 

<jhandley@lenexa.c.o.m>, Bill Nicks <b.nic_ks@lenexa.com>, Mark Charlton 

<mcharlton@lenexa.com>, Melanie Arroyo <marroyo@lenexa.com>, Chelsea Williamson 

<cwHUamson@lenexa.com>, Craig Denny <cdenny@lenexa.com>, Chris Herron 

<cherron@lenexa.com> 

Subject: Project 1020 Homeless Shelter 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open 

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Mayor Sayers and members of the Lenexa City Council 

Homelessness is becoming a much larger issue thanks to the Biden administration allowing 

millions of unvetted migrants into this country. Most people want to help Americans who have 

become homeless for one reason or another. 

However, I do not believe that you should approve the plan submitted by Project 1020 for the 

following reasons: 

The latest Form 990 filed by Project 1020 for the fiscal year 2022 shows that their total net 

assets or fund balances at the end of the year are $375,000.00. 

Project 1 O 20 lists excess distribution carryover of undistributed income to the year 2023 in the 

amount of $328,698. 

The officers and directors are Barbara Mc Ever, Lucinda White, Jim Schmidt and Jennifer 

Schmidt, all of whom list an address of 15617 Shannon Lane, Olathe, KS 66062. 

Barbara Mc Ever is the wife of Marc McEver, the owner of Olathe Ford. 

The entity lists the following donations totaling $69,236. 

o Bethany Taylor, Olathe, KS - $10,385

o Marc McEver, Olathe, KS - $34,050

o Jewish Community Foundation of Greater KC, Overland Park, KS - $10,000

o Old Mission UMC, Fairway, KS - $8,236

o Aldersgate United Methodist Church., Olathe, KS - $6,565

Marc McEver and Barb McEver have been trying to find a place for a homeless shelter since at

least 2019, as evidenced by the attached article from the Kansas City Star. 
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"The city applauds 1020's intent," he said. "However, we have a responsibility to ensure the health 

and safety of those being served, and we recognize there are others impacted by this." 

As a gesture of goodwill because of the confusion over the ordinance transition, Dannenberg said 

the city offered to buy the building back about a month ago. 

The Mc Evers respond they don't want the city's money and they still want to make the shelter plan 

work. Marc McEver told the gathering he's willing to put $30,000 into new sprinklers and even more 

money into other revisions to bring the building up to code and make it a neighborhood asset. 

Dannenberg said The Branches Church shelter has had police calls this winter for trespassing, 

assault and other problems that have put a strain on city resources. The shelter transports some 

people in from elsewhere in Johnson County, and Dannenberg said city officials are concerned 

about becoming a magnet for the homeless from outside of Olathe. 

Shelter volunteers downplayed the police calls to the church and said they were quickly resolved. 

They said the homeless clients police themselves and generally behave well because they deeply 

appreciate the shelter. During the day, the shelter residents are transported away from the church 

to jobs or services. 

Dannenberg countered that the Salvation Army Lodge in Olathe and City Union Mission in Kansas 

City have professional security, screening of residents, and other resources and controls that 

shelters need to make sure they are properly run. 

The need is clearly ever present, and the homeless are in Johnson County whether people want to 

accept it or not, advocate Jennifer Woolsey told the crowd Monday night. 

"When individuals have a place to lay their heads they can be more productive," Woolsey said. 

"Barb has given them a place where they can be treated with dignity." 

She argued that helping the homeless can actually reduce hospital and police calls to parking lots 

and tent camps where the homeless otherwise reside. 

But critics countered this is not the right location. 

"There are a lot of children in this neighborhood," said Ericka Dial, a mother of five. She said 

children walk past the shelter to get to a nearby elementary school and wondered if they would be 

threatened by the residents. She and others asked about screening, shelter hours and what 

services would be offered. 

Fred Schmidt said nearby residents are trying to bolster their west Olathe neighborhood and raise 

their property values. "With this, I don't think it will help," he said. 

Barb Mc Ever and Wendy LeBlance, the Project 1020 volunteer coordinator, said The Branches 

shelter has rules, and there is always adult supervision, including at least one man on every 

shift. Shelter advocates agreed to provide more information on training, screening and the 

proposed shelter's hours of operation, to address concerns. 
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From: MaryWoltkamp <mbwoltkamp@gmail.com> 

Date: February 15, 2025 at 4:11 :42 PM PST 

To: Julie Sayers <jsayers@lenexa.com>, Courtney Eiterich <ceiterich@lenexa.com>, John Handley 

<jhandley@lenexa.com>, Bill Nicks <bnicks@lenexa.com>, Mark Charlton 

<mcharlton@lenexa.com>, marroy@lenexa.com, Chelsea Williamson 

<cwilliamson@lenexa.com>, Craig Denny <cdenny@lenexa.com>, Chris Herron 

<cherron@lenexa.com> 

Cc: Tom Woltkamp <tom.woltkamp@gmail.com> 

Subject: Please Support Amending the Code Related to Homeless Shelters. UDC25-01 

Dear Mayor Sayers and Members of the Lenexa City Council: 

Please support amending the code that expands the number of people who can stay at the 

Shawnee Mission Universalist Unitarian Church from 30 to 50. As a volunteer on the Care Beyond 

the Boulevard bus which provides medical services to our homeless neighbors in Kansas City, KS, 

and Kansas City, MO, I routinely come face to face with people whose hands are so cold that can't 

get them into the gloves we're giving them, people who have lost part of their feet or hands to 

frostbite, and people with trench foot who will soon be losing their toes and possibly part of their 

feet. Sadly, and shockingly, at least one of the people we serve froze to death this winter. 

Yes, some are mentally ill and some have drug habits. Some struggle with both issues, but a 

surprising number of them are simply people whose carburetor quit working one day so they 

couldn't get to work. Because they couldn't get to work, they lost their job and because they lost 

their job, they couldn't pay their rent and lost their home. They are alone and scared and freezing to 

death. These individuals are not an "issue," they are human beings who need assistance and a 

warm, safe place to be, especially when weather conditions are so dangerous. They are people who 

are so incredibly grateful for every little thing that is done for them that makes their life more 

bearable. 

Homelessness is a huge, multi-faceted issue that we, as a society, have been unable to 

satisfactorily address. This amendment won't come close to solving the problem in Lenexa or 

anywhere else, but it will save the fingers, toes, hands, feet, noses, and possibly the lives of some 

incredibly vulnerable members of our society. All things considered, passing this amendment 

seems like a mighty small, but easy ask. 

Thank you for taking time to read this message and for all you do to make Lenexa the wonderful city 

it is. 

Respectfully, 

Mary Woltkamp 

9571 Landon Street 

Lenexa, KS 66227 
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