
 CITY OF LENEXA 

Residents and business owners are often passionate about how the property 
around them is used, but understanding how zoning, land use and the planning 
approval process works can be intimidating. 

On the next few pages, we’ve illustrated the basics of how the planning process 
works and addressed some of the most frequent questions we receive. 

WHAT ROLE DOES ZONING PLAY IN OUR COMMUNITY 
PLANNING PROCESS AND HOW PROPERTY IS USED?

In an RP-1 District, these uses are allowed by right. Regulations 
still apply for each use, and some may be subject to supplementary use 
regulations.

A few additional uses are allowed in RP-1 with a special use permit. These are 
required for uses that need additional analysis of whether they will be compatible 
with the surrounding uses and is dependent on the proposed location and its 
surroundings. They’re often approved for a specific period of time, and they must 
be approved by both the Planning Commission and the City Council. Uses allowed 
with a special use permit in RP-1 are: 

Any other use is not permitted in this zoning 
district. In order to put a warehouse, gas station 
or supermarket in this neighborhood, a developer 
would have to apply to rezone the property.

Basics of 
Planning 

Commission
The Planning Commission 

is responsible for reviewing 
and recommending planning 
and zoning issues to the City 
Council. They’re charged with 
protecting the public health, 

safety and welfare of the city. 
The Commission can approve 
some applications, while other 
types must have final approval 

from the City Council.

As is the case with all 
Lenexa’s volunteer boards 
and commissions, the nine 
members of the Planning 

Commission are appointed by 
the mayor with the consent of 

the City Council.

They typically meet at 7 p.m. 
on the first Monday of the 

month in the Community Forum 
at Lenexa City Hall. You can 

sign up to receive copies of the 
Planning Commission packet 

(which outlines the items being 
considered at the next meeting) 

and action agenda (which 
summarizes actions taken at 

the latest meeting) at  
Lenexa.com/ENews.

EXAMPLE: RP-1, Planned Residential Single-
Family (Low-Density) Zoning District 
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• Cemeteries

• Cultural services

• Daycares, general

• Large wind energy conservation
systems

• Public safety services

• Schools, elementary and secondary

• Utilities

• Wireless communications facilities

• Single-family home

• Manufactured home, subject to
architectural design standards

• Churches or places of worship

• Daycare, limited

• Group homes

• Public parks
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Each property in the City is assigned a zoning classification that determines how 
development can occur. Zoning regulations include a list of uses that are allowed 
and other rules such as maximum height, minimum setbacks and number of units 
per lot. Zoning can be seen as the “instruction manual” for carrying out the vision 
of the City’s Comprehensive Plan and future land use map. It helps growth to occur 
in a well-managed way that complements the surrounding uses.

Find useful resources like a list 
of land uses, the Comprehensive 
Plan and future land use map at 

Lenexa.com/Planning.






